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OUR LATEST NEWS

Raising awareness
on the importance of
being prepared
If you are a regular commuter via
Leighton Buzzard Railway Station,
then there is a good chance that you
will have seen us handing out leaflets
and free mints on the morning of
September 10th.
Our Wills and Lasting Power of Attorney
team were there to raise awareness on the
importance of having a Lasting Power of
Attorney in place and promoting our half
price LPA offer.
The team were on hand to answer
questions from members of the public,
including how to set up an LPA, writing a
Will and managing Probate.
Also, on the morning, commuters had
the opportunity to enter a free prize draw
for the chance to win a Deluxe Family
Hamper from Pecks Farm Shop. Entrants
could also enter via our social media
pages.
Leighton Buzzard local, Lisa Walsh, was
announced as the lucky winner;
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Winner, Lisa Walsh, collecting
her hamper after entering
our free prize draw

“I’d completely forgotten
that I’d entered into
the prize draw, so I was
surprised and excited to
receive a call from OM&M to say that I
had won a Peck’s Farm Deluxe Hamper.
I live in Leighton Buzzard - not far from
their West Street office, so thought I’d take
the opportunity to visit them and collect
the hamper myself. I’ll definitely be using
them next time I need any Conveyancing
or my Will updating. I think it’s terrific that
they run these competitions and involve
themselves in the local community. I’ll
definitely enjoy the hamper.”
Head of Wills, Probate and Lasting Power
of Attorney, Sarah Crook, said;
“We were so pleased to have another
successful campaign this year and we had
some great conversations with the local
community.
Not many people are aware that planning
ahead and organising your Lasting
Power of Attorney is just as important
as writing your Will. Leaving it all too

OM&M PRESENT
CHEQUE TO ‘YES
WE CAN’

late could have huge
financial
implications,
not to mention immense
heartache for your loved ones.
Should you lose mental capacity, and you
have no Lasting Power of Attorney in
place, a Deputy may need to be appointed
in order to legally allow someone to
manage your affairs for you. Applying for
Deputyship can cost between £3 – £3,500
plus vat and other fees including court
costs of £385.
You can avoid these fees by organising a
Lasting Power of Attorney.
This is why we are offering our discounted
packages on Wills and Lasting Power of
Attorney when they are prepared with
us, at the same time – enabling you to
get your affairs in order, provide for your
loved ones, and save money.”
To take advantage of our Wills and Lasting Power
of Attorney Packages, please call our team on
01525 378177.

THE TRUE
VALUE OF
CONVEYANCING

PAUL GETS THE
GREEN LIGHT
FOR LONDON
MARATHON

Our solicitors can make a difference
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Our commitment to the community..
Supporting charities and organisations close to our hearts

Cheque presentation to ‘Yes We Can’
with Invictus Games medallist
As sponsors of the ‘Yes We Can’ project, we presented the Leighton Linslade Rotary Club with a £1,000 cheque during their
Multi-Sports Days event, with an Invictus Para Champion and the Town Mayor, David Bowater.
On the 23rd September, Invictus Para
Champion, Daniel Bingley, received
OM&M’s cheque on behalf of ‘Yes We
Can’ during the programme’s MultiSports Days.
The
34-year-old
former
British
Army Corporal, who is from Milton
Keynes, competed in six fields;
athletics, sailing, sitting volleyball,
swimming,
wheelchair
basketball
and wheelchair rugby at the Invictus
Games 2018.
The Multi-Sports Days, which took place
over four sessions and were run by trained
facilitators from MK Dons SET, form just
one programme from the Rotary Club’s
‘Yes We Can’ project – designed to provide
fun sporting opportunities to all.
Richard Johnson OBE, of the Rotary
Club, said;
“Our Multi-Sports Day was lit up by
Daniel Bingley on Friday 23rd August –
a multi award winning medalist from the
Sydney Invictus Games. Daniel proved a

JEANS FOR GENES DAY
On
Friday
20th
September, we took part
in the national fundraiser, Jeans for Genes
Day, and swapped our
usual workwear for
jeans.
In doing so, we raised a total of £74 for the
genetic disorder charity, Genetic
Disorders UK.

true inspiration, and his coaching in the
sitting volleyball session was a highlight
for all our participants as well as local
Mayor Councillor, Dave Bowater. We are
so grateful to Osborne Morris & Morgan
for supporting these special days that help
to change lives”.
Paul Lockhart, our Practice Manager at
OM&M, said;
“We believe everyone should be given an
opportunity to do sport and this is why
we are proud to be in partnership with the
Leighton Linslade Rotary Club and MK
Dons SET, to support this amazing cause.
We would like to thank the Rotary Club
for their hard work and inviting us.
The ‘Yes We Can’ project is well on its way
to making a real difference to the lives of
our young disabled community.”
To learn more about the ‘Yes We Can’ project,
please contact Sandra on 01525 211484 or email
tahomasandra@icloud.com.
You can also ‘follow’ their Facebook page, or
visit www.leightonlinsladerotary.com.

National Fitness Day
with Energie Fitness
On 25th September
members of the OM&M
team celebrated National
Fitness Day with a session
at local gym, Energie
Fitness.

Thank you
for having us guys,
it was a lot
of fun!
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Proud sponsors of
Leighton Town
Football Club

Welcome to the team
Amy Leotta
Administration Assistant

We are proud be sponsoring Leighton Town
Football Club this 2019/2020 season. This latest
sponsorship agreement forms part of our firm’s
ongoing commitment to supporting the local community.
We are passionate about supporting
organisations who share the same focus on making a difference. Because of this,
we work hard to support charities such
as Harry’s Rainbow, KidsOut and Willen
Hospice, as well as the Rotary Club of
Leighton Linslade and MK Dons SET.
Paul Lockhart, Practice Manager at
OM&M explains, “We believe it’s
very important to support our local

community and what better way than
to sponsor our town’s football club so
that they can achieve their goals, which
include; upgrading their facilities, achieve
promotion and reconnecting with the
youth.
OM&M are proud of this new partnership
and we wish the team all the best for the
season.”

Proud sponsors of Leighton
Buzzard Festival Singers
We were delighted to support the choir’s
Family Summer Show, which took place
on the 6th July at Brooklands School.
The Leighton Buzzard Festival Singers
wowed a crowd of young music
enthusiasts at the concert purely aimed at
the younger generation.
Choir member, Thomas Hedley, on behalf
of the LBFS, said;
“This was a different type of concert for
LBFS, aimed at bringing choir music to
children as well as encouraging younger
membership to the choir. We hope this
type of concert will be the first of many.”
Music fan and Managing Partner at
OM&M, Tim Woolford, said;
“We are delighted to support the talented
singers who dedicate their time to rehearse
and perform for our local community.

We’re lucky to have a group such as this in
the town and we wish them every success
in their up and coming events.”
The Leighton Buzzard Festival Singers
consist of 60 singers and usually perform
two concerts each year in Leighton
Buzzard, and at summer fetes, dinners
and weddings.
For more info, including how to join, you can visit
their website: www.lbfs.org.uk

Amy joined our
company in August.
Welcome to our
family, Amy!

Best wishes to Lizzy
In August we said a sad
farewell to Lizzy who
worked as a Paralegal in
our Wills, Probate and
LPA department. We
wish Lizzy the best of
luck in her new venture.

Exam success
Sarah Stothard
Our Accounts
Assistant, Sarah
Stothard has passed
her AAT Certificate
in Accounting Level 2 with a
distinction. She excelled in her final
exam, achieving an amazing 97%.
Sarah said of her news; “It was a
huge relief to find out that I’d passed
Level 2, the hours of study and
revision that I put in certainly paid
off! Let’s see what Level 3 brings.”
Well done Sarah!

Melissa Lirmanis
More exam success
- our Conveyancing
Paralegal, Melissa
Lirmanis, passed her
CILEx Land Law exam
in August.
Melissa said;“I’m thrilled to have
passed my first CILEX exam and
take the first tiny step to becoming a
Chartered Legal Executive.”
Mel is currently working towards
obtaining the Level 3 Diploma in
Law & Practice.
Another huge congratulations to
you, Melissa!
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Wheelie good Mike is
on his bike - again!

THE TRUE VALUE
OF CONVEYANCING

Our Costs Lawyer and cycling enthusiast, Mike Fitsell, took
part in the 85-miler course in Ride for Willen, on Sunday
1st September.

Moving home can be an expensive time,
involving different costs for various things. Among these
costs are Conveyancing fees, which cover the amount
you’ll pay to make sure the legal side of the house sale or
purchase is handled correctly.

Mike was raising money for Milton Keynes charity, Willen
Hospice, who provide constant adult residential care from a
beautiful lake side setting, as well as support at home.
He said of the ride;
“Willen Hospice is a long-established charity in Milton Keynes
which provides free care and support for all people affected by life
limiting illness. This is hugely important not only to the patients
they care for but also to the family and friends of those patients.
The Hospice arranges numerous fundraising challenges
throughout the year to enable them to continue with their work
and this includes their annual sportive bike ride, Ride for Willen.

Our infographic below demonstrates how our Conveyancing
fees compare with some of the other costs involved in
purchasing a property.

£5,400

Estate Agent

To raise money for such a worthy cause and at the same time to be
out and about on my bike, which is one of my favourite pastimes,
made this a very easy decision for me to make.”

Stamp Duty

Mike is no stranger to big cycle challenges - having already
competed in the BCG Sportive and cycling 75 miles to raise funds
for the Spinal Injuries Association (SIA) and MK Snap this year.

£1,495
Our Fees

£4,500

How do our fees
compare to other
moving home costs?

Based on purchase price of £300,000
excl. any applicable VAT

Very
well done
Mike!

#Jointheconversation
#LBRadio
We are excited to announce
that Osborne Morris & Morgan
will be featuring on local radio
station Leighton Buzz Radio!
Listen out for our five-minute
slots on legal advice on various
issues, such as Conveyancing,
Will
writing,
Court
of
Protection, Lasting Power of Attorney and Trusts. Exciting!

The fees for Conveyancing
can vary considerably and are
dependent on the property
you are purchasing or selling,
your situation and whether
you are using a legal expert,
such as a Conveyancing
Solicitor.
The quoted fees could also
tell you something about
the quality of the service
you’ll receive from the Conveyancing Solicitor.
At Osborne Morris & Morgan, the fees you are quoted are
the fees you pay at the end of the transaction – so there are
no nasty surprises when you complete.
A happy client said;

“My first house purchase was an entirely different
experience. It makes a huge difference when you
know the person you are dealing with is actively
chasing and is acting with your best interest at heart.
Thank you OM&M.”
If you are thinking of buying or selling a property, get in touch with our
award-winning Conveyancing team today by calling 01525 378177

05

WWW.OMMLAW.CO.UK

Paul gets the green light for
London Marathon
Paul Lockhart, our Branch Manager at our
Leighton Buzzard office is busy preparing for
the world’s greatest marathon next year, after
receiving news from a charity - that he has
secured a place.
Paul, who is from Leighton Buzzard,
signed up for the 2020 Virgin Money
London Marathon through Headway, the
UK-wide charity that works to improve
life after brain injury by providing vital
support and services.
The 41-year-old, who is also the great
nephew of Philip Lockhart - one of the
founding members of the charity, says;
“In 1982, I was just 4 years old, when
my Mum suffered a brain haemorrhage
which changed all of our lives forever.
Mum was originally told she would be
permanently paralysed down her righthand-side and that she would never walk
again.

Mum
received
support
from
Headway, numerous other groups and
physiotherapists, and eventually she
became mobile again, where she could
walk unaided for short distances.
If you know anyone or live with someone
who has suffered a brain injury you will
understand how difficult it can be for that
individual. It also has a big impact on
family and friends.
Headway help these people to try and
rebuild and have as normal a life as can
be expected.”
To sponsor Paul on this epic challenge,
please visit his fundraising page: www.
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/PaulLockhart1

Sarah Crook returns to London Bridges
Challenge for Diabetes UK
Our Wills, Probate and Lasting Power of Attorney lawyer, Sarah Crook, took part in
her second London Bridges Challenge on the 29th September.
The event started at Battersea Park and
criss-crossed 12 of London’s most iconic
bridges along the River Thames, passing
Big Ben and the London Eye.
Sarah completed the same 10-mile walk
last year, raising £345 for Diabetes UK
- a cause close to her heart, as several
members of her family and friends have
diabetes.
Sarah said of the event;
“I took part last year and really enjoyed
it so decided to do it again for such a
worthwhile charity.
I know a lot of people with both Type One
and Type Two Diabetes and sadly it seems
to be increasingly common. It would be
great for more research to be carried out
to try and reduce the impact it can have
on so many people.

Laura is a London
Marathon hopeful
Another member of the team,
Conveyancing solicitor, Laura Everitt,
is hoping to be accepted for next year’s
London Marathon.
Laura has applied via
the general ballot, and
if unsuccessful, she’ll
then apply via MIND - a
charity close to her heart.
Laura also plans to run a few other events
this and next year, including the MK
Winter Half Marathon - due to take place
on Sunday 9th December.
Our fingers are crossed, Laura!

NAIDEX NEWS
We are pleased to announce that
Osborne Morris & Morgan will be
exhibiting at next year’s NAIDEX
show at the NEC.
Naidex is Europe’s most established
event dedicated to the independent
living and healthcare industries. More
info to come soon, in our Winter
newsletter.

Thank you to everyone who sponsored
me.”
To help Sarah to raise even more money for
Diabetes UK, you can visit her Just Giving
page: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
teammakeithappen

Fundraising for Macmillan
On Friday 27th September, we took part
in the world’s largest coffee morning to
raise money for cancer support charity,
Macmillan.
Members of staff bought a cake and
enjoyed a coffee, and in doing so, helped
to raise a total of
£40.06. Thank
you to everyone
who took part
for this amazing
charity.

06

WWW.OMMLAW.CO.UK

A day in the life of a

Trusts Solicitor
Laura Everitt shares with us, her day, in the life as a member of the Trusts team at
Osborne Morris & Morgan…
Dealing with Trust Law is a specialised area and one which I really enjoy. I enjoy
speaking with clients and helping them understand what a Trust is and how it can help
their particular circumstances.

Here’s what a typical day looks like for
me as a Trusts Solicitor...
8.30am
A cup of tea is always the first port of
call. Then a look through my calendar to
remind myself of the appointments I have
planned for the day.

9.00am
A read through my emails is next on the
agenda - to see what has been sent over
night. I often have clients who email me
with payment requests from their Trust
funds which I need to carefully consider.

10.00am
The day’s post is handed to me and I
prioritise what needs to be done. From
this, I often then create a list of jobs for
the day.

11.30am

3.00pm

A review meeting with my colleague to
discuss the Trust accounts and Tax returns
and make sure we are all up to date. We
try to be as pro-active as possible.

I need time to concentrate - as I have a
new Trust Deed to draft.

4.00pm

I will speak with new clients discussing
their requirements and existing clients
throughout the morning.

One of the existing Trustees on a matter
would like to retire so I need to draft a
Deed of retirement and appointment, as
a new Trustee is being appointed in their
place.

1.00pm

4.30pm

Lunch time. I normally pop over to our
local sandwich shop and get some fresh
air, which helps to make the afternoon
productive.

I need to sign all of my post and make sure
it is ready for the admin team to collect.

12.00pm

2.00pm
Time to work on new client enquiries
and send out initial information packs to
them.

“I have been a Trust client
with OMM for a few years
now and I have always been
extremely impressed with
the level of service, response
time and helpfulness of all
staff members. Laura is my
Trusts solicitor and is very
approachable and proactive”.
Client Testimonial

5.00pm
I have another quick look through my
emails, responding to any that I can
answer straight away.

5.30pm
A quick review of my ‘to do’ list and
some satisfying ticks gives me a sense of
satisfaction before it’s home time.
As well as the above I have training
courses, department meetings and
networking events to keep me busy.
Here at Osborne Morris & Morgan, we have a team
of award-winning Trusts specialists who will listen
to your requirements and draft a Trust to suit
your needs.
Speak to our specialist Trusts team today on
01525 378177, or you can visit our website at
www.ommlaw.co.uk

