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Each year we ask children within 
the community to help us with our 
Christmas card design.  We then 
choose a favourite to feature on our 
company Christmas card and reward 
the winning talented artist.

This year, the prizes included two 
impressive festive hampers from Pecks 
Farm- one for the child and one for the 
family. The winner also receives a pack of 
their own Christmas cards featuring their 
own design.

And it was Rafael Pierlot’s entry, featuring 
Rudolph the red nose reindeer, that was a 
big hit with our team this year.

On receiving the news that he’d won, 
Rafael, said;

“I’m amazed. I’ve never won a competition 
before and I’m very excited to receive the 

children’s Christmas hamper”.

Rafael’s mother, Francesca Pierlot, said;

“I am super proud of Rafael and it was 
lovely to see him very happy. Every day 
he goes next door to see our 86-year-old 
neighbour and helps her with household 
chores, so it’s nice to see him winning 
something for himself. 

He is one of five children, so the family 
Christmas hamper will certainly come in 
handy this year!”. 

Paul Lockhart, Practice Manager at 
Osborne Morris & Morgan said:

“We were once again very impressed with 
the entries we received this year. It was 
clear that the children had taken great 
care in their creations.

Rafael’s design, featuring Rudolph, had 
a very cheerful nature, which we loved. 
A big thank you and congratulations to 

him and his family 
for winning the 
competition. 

We would also like to 
thank all of the children 
who took the time to draw 
and send in their designs, we 
loved looking at every single one of them”. 

The Pierlot family were presented with 
their prizes at our offices on West Street, 
Leighton Buzzard.

We run several social media competitions 
throughout the year. To get involved in the next 
one, simply follow our Facebook page: ommlaw

Rafael’s cheerful Rudolph  
wins our Christmas card 
competition
A BIG congratulations to nine-year-old, Rafael Pierlot -  
the winner of this year’s Christmas Card competition!
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OM&M retain Lexcel accreditation
We are extremely proud to announce 
that we have, once again, retained an 
accreditation in recognising excellence 
in standards.

We’ve 
done it 
again!

It is the fifteenth year in which the 
law firm have achieved this rigorous 
quality standard set by the Law Society- 
the professional body for solicitors in 
England and Wales.

Lexcel is an optional accreditation scheme 
for firms whose client care and practice 
management standards are subjected to a 
thorough independent audit.  

The process is a rigorous application and 
assessment that includes background 
checks and an on-site visit from an 
independent Lexcel assessor.

The quality mark shows that we have met 
the highest standards. 

Practice Manager, Paul Lockhart, said of 
the re-accreditation; 

“Once again this is great recognition for 
the professionalism and dedication of 
our teams. The award also demonstrates 
our commitment to providing the best 
customer service. I would like to say a 
big thank you to everyone for their hard 
work, as ever. We are extremely proud of 
this achievement.”

Congratulations 
to Jemma
Jemma Wixted, our Associate Legal 
Executive, has double the reason to 
celebrate this year - not only does 
she turn 30 in December, but on 
November 24th, at the Bedford Barns 
Hotel, she  married her partner, Jake 
Blackstaffe.

Congratulations to 
the new Mr & Mrs 
Blackstaffe from all of 
us at OM&M.

GET YOUR  
FREE 2019  
WALL PLANNER
2019 is fast approaching! Here’s your 
opportunity to claim your FREE Osborne 
Morris  & Morgan Wall planner.

Simply request yours by sending us an email to: 
info@ommlaw.co.uk and we will post one to you 
for FREE!

Team building day 
for Med Neg
Our Medical Negligence team shared 
their cooking skills at a team building 
day in October, at Pizza Express. 

Best Pizza award went to Gary Williams, 
one of the Partners at the firm. 

Senior Partner and Head of Medical 
Negligence, David Turner, said; 

“Everyone had so much fun making their 
own pizza and then had the pleasure of 
eating them”.

WE'RE ON TOP!  OM&M are ranking in 
the Chambers & Partners Guide 2019
We are very proud to announce that Osborne Morris & Morgan have won the 
highest ranking possible in a respected industry guide.

Not only have we made it into band one, 
but we are also the only ranking firm 
for Clinical Negligence in the Milton 
Keynes and surrounding areas, in the 
Chambers and Partners Guide to the 
Legal Profession for 2019.

The guide described our Medical 
Negligence team as a “Dedicated team 
acting on high-value matters, best 
known for its work on birth injury cases. 
Increasingly active in claims and inquests 
related to clinical negligence that has 
resulted in death”.

The guide also complimented our Court 
of Protection services.

David Turner, a Senior Partner and Head 
of Medical Negligence, here at Osborne 
Morris & Morgan, has also been featured 
as a notable practitioner, describing 
him as “excellent” and “well regarded 
for his work on cerebral palsy and other 
neurological injury claims”.

Osborne Morris & Morgan have also been 
ranked in band 3 within the ‘National 

Leaders for Medical Negligence (Outside 
London) and are one of only seven firms 
recognised in this national category.

Senior Partner and Head of Medical 
Negligence, David Turner, said;

“We are delighted that Chambers 
continues to recognise our expertise in 
the field of Medical Negligence. We have 
a dedicated team of specialist clinical 
negligence lawyers here who advise and 
act on a range of different types of medical 
negligence. OM&M has specialised in this 
area of law for over 30 years and over that 
time we are proud to have developed a 
strong reputation both locally nationally”.

It has been a great year for Osborne 
Morris & Morgan this year- having won 
the title ‘Leighton Buzzard Business of the 
Year’ at the Bedfordshire SME Awards.

We have also recently retained Lexcel 
accreditation, for the fifteenth year. This 
optional and rigorous quality standard is 
set by the Law Society- the professional 
body for solicitors in England and Wales.
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BEST WISHES TO MARK 
In October we said goodbye 
to Mark Chiverton, a 
member from our Medical 
Negligence team, who has 
moved onto pastures new. 
We wish him well in his new 
role in London. 

BDCPS Wings of Hope ball 
raises £14,000
A charity ball organised by the Bedford & District Cerebral Palsy Society (BDCPS) 
has raised more than £14,000.
The glittering event, which was held at the 
Bedford Corn Exchange, has boosted the 
charity’s funds so that planned projects 
for 2019 can go ahead.

The event, which took place on October 
27th, was hosted by the Bedford & District 
Cerebral Palsy Society and Osborne 
Morris & Morgan were the proud 
sponsors of the Champagne Reception.

The night included a ‘Grand Raffle’, with 
prizes including an iPad, a £100 John 
Lewis voucher, beauty treatments and 
meals out.

A charity auction was also held, with 
the highest bidders bagging various lots, 
including a Spanish holiday, Brands 
Hatch, Nascar and Silverstone goodies 
and Coldplay memorabilia.

A total of £14,467 was raised on the 
evening.

Services Director at the BDCPS, Jane 
Howard-White, said of the fundraising;

“The money will enable us to continue 
to run and develop the wide range of 
services that we offer to families whose 

lives are affected by 
complex multi-faceted 
disability.

The sponsorship and ongoing 
support from OM&M makes such a huge 
difference in achieving this.”

The BDCPS was established in 1954 
and seeks to offer a range of activities 
for children and young adults with 
cerebral palsy and other associated 
disabilities. They focus on the abilities 
of the individuals as opposed to their 
disabilities, which in turn helps to inspire 
and empower everybody.

We wish to congratulate the BDCPS on 
the success of their ball and look forward 
to supporting them in the future.

Cheque presentation 
for MK Snap
On the November 15th, we were 
delighted to present a £400 cheque 
to charity MK Snap (Special Needs 
Advancement Project) and some of 
their learners. 

£189 was raised at our Row-a-thon at 
Leighton Buzzard Railway Station and 
we were happy to round this up to £400 
for the charity. This money will be vital 
in funding some of the projects they have 
lined up for next year. 

On November 17th, we did ‘our thing’ 
and sold cakes to raise money for 
charity BBC Children in Need. A total 
of £101 was raised. Yummy! 

CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS

Friday 21st December Finish at 12 noon

Monday 24th December - Tuesday 1st January  CLOSED

Wednesday 2nd January 2019   Open as usual

It will be business as usual at OM&M up until 
12.00pm on Friday 21st December.

We will be closed for the festive period and will re-
open at 9.00am on Wednesday 2nd January 2019.

CONGRATULATIONS 
AMBER!
We’d like to say a big 
congratulations to our 
Accounts Assistant, Amber 
Riggs, who has passed 
the AAT Foundation Certificate in 
Accounting - Level 2 with a Merit.

Very well done Amber! 
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Our commitment to the community... 

Staff at Osborne Morris & Morgan will 
be joining thousands of people across 
the nation, donating £2 to don their 
Christmas jumpers to work for a great 
cause- to help create a brighter future for 
children. 

Our law firm will also be holding a 
competition and giving away a prize for 
the best Christmas jumper. 

Last year over 4.4 million was raised from 
the event nationwide. Some examples of 
how this money is spent includes;
n  £1 could pay for oral re hydration salts 

to help provide life-saving treatment 
to 16 children sick with diarrhoea. 

n  £2 could pay for antibiotics for five 
children suffering from pneumonia, 
one of the biggest killers of children.

n  £2 could pay for a story book to help 
a child in the Philippines unlock the 
magic of reading.

n  £5 could pay for 
educational toys to 
help children in the 
UK learn through 
playing. 

n  £16 could for 
example, pay 
for a birth kit 
for a midwife 
in Afghanistan, 
helping them to 
bring new life in to the world safely.

n  £55 could pay for a bicycle for a health 
worker in Tanzania, so they can care 
for children in places cars can’t reach

n  £100 could pay for 75 books to 
replenish a school library in Rwanda.

n  £200 could pay for a child to attend 
primary school in Uganda for one 
year. 

n  £437 could for example, pay for vital 
health care for a child for one year 

in Afghanistan, delivered by a fully 
trained health worker.

n  £500 could fund 36 teachers for one 
month in Lebanon.

Save The Children is expecting over 5 
million people across the UK to take part 
in their annual fundraising mission.

To get involved and raise money for  
Save The Children, simply sign up and  
get your free fundraising pack at  
www.christmasjumperday.org

Making the world better with a Christmas jumper
It’s Save The Children’s annual Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 
14th December and what better way to bring employees 
together, then to wear wacky knits and raise funds for charity!   

We are collecting for the community 
Food Bank and Toy Appeal, run by The 
Salvation Army, and hope to be able to 
deliver food items and festive treats to 
the local families who depend on the 
initiatives.

Administration Assistant, Alex Glyde, 
who is managing the project said;

“Our Reverse Advent Calendar last year 
was fantastic. We helped the charity to 
provide 159 Christmas parcels, full of 
toys, gifts, sweets and more, to families in 
need, in our local area. Many food parcels 

were prepared and distributed too.

We urge anyone to pop into us with their 
donations. We will have 2 large boxes in 
our reception and members of staff will 
also be bringing food items and gifts in 
every day”.

The deadline for dropping in items to 
us is 17th December - when we will be 
handing everything over to the Salvation 
Army who will be delivering the items to 
those in need in the local community this 
Christmas.

Food items, including festive treats are 
welcome.

“We have been told that there is always a 
need for gifts for teenagers - stationery, 
DVDs, toiletries as the younger children 
are often bought for”, says Alex.

If you would like to donate, please drop items off at 
our offices on West Street, Leighton Buzzard.

Reverse Advent Calendar 2018 - Do you 
have goods you can donate to charity?
Here, at Osborne Morris & Morgan, we are once again asking you, our local 
community, to help bring a little festive cheer to those in need this Christmas by 
contributing to our Reverse Advent Calendar 2018.



Coffee&Connect
LEIGHTON BUZZARD

YOUR  
CHANCE TO  

NETWORK WITH  
OTHER LOCAL  
BUSINESSES!
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MONTHLY NETWORKING EVENT FOR  
BUSINESSES & ORGANISATIONS

12 CHRISTMAS CRAZY LAWS 
& MYTHS
With Christmas fast approaching, we thought it would be 
fun to share some laws (and myths!) surrounding the festive 
period.  

 

A promising 
year awaits 
if you find 

a hidden coin in your 
Christmas pud - this is 
deemed lucky!

1

Snow ball fight  
anyone? It is 
perfectly legal to 
throw snowballs!

It is illegal for shops 
exceeding 280 sqm to be 
open on Christmas Day.

2

3

The Pawnbokers Act 
1787 made it illegal 
for pawnbrokers to 
trade on Christmas Day. It is 
now legal - unless the shop 
is over 280 sqm.

4

After selecting 
your Christmas tree, 
check that it is secure and not 
too heavy for your vehicle, 
otherwise you could be 
breaking the law!

5

According to a 1990 
law, your lights could 
be illegal if they are 
causing a nuisance.

6

7
If you are wondering if you 
can throw sweets into a 
pantomime audience, the 
answer is ‘Oh yes you can!’

Oliver Cromwell 
banned Christmas 
in the past and we’re 

pleased to say 
that this law was 
lifted in 1660!

8

9

11

There are no laws that state 
Christmas lights  
must be tested  
regularly when  
used at home. 

UK law 
states that 
you are permitted 
to set off fireworks 
between 7am and 
1am on NYE - this is 
longer than on bonfire 
night!

It is not illegal  
to keep your 
decs up past 14th 
January here - 
unlike Maine in 
the US!

10

Companies 
are allowed 
to put up 
Christmas 
decorations 
- just as 
long as health & safety is 
adhered to.

12

Coffee&Connect Leighton Buzzard takes place every last 
Wednesday of the month at The Oliver & Hare public house 
at 10:30-11:30am.

No booking is required - simply drop by and pay £3 for a tea or 
coffee and a slice of cake.

Practice Manager, Paul Lockhart, says; “Unlike other 
networking groups there are no membership fees, no 
referral requirements and no minimum number of 
meetings to attend. 

Our event gives representatives the chance to meet one 
another, share what they do and form strong links in an 
informal and friendly setting”.

For more info, please contact Sarah Winters on 01525 378177  
or Sarah.Winters@ommlaw.co.uk.  
You will also find up-to-date information on the Facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/CoffeeandConnectLeightonBuzzard

Have you joined us for  
Coffee&Connect yet?

We are looking 

forward to  

seeing you!
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For your consent to be valid, it must be 
voluntary and informed, and you must 
have the capacity to understand in order 
to make the decision.

The Montgomery v Lanarkshire case 
of March 2015 drew fresh attention to 
informed consent and redefined the 
standard for informed consent and 
disclosure of risks.

Montgomery vs Lanarkshire Health Board
For many years, judges dealt with the 
issue of consent in the same way as other 
medical negligence claims. The standard 
test  for medical negligence is known as 
the “Bolam” test, after the legal case in 
which it was first set out clearly. In brief 
summary, a doctor’s duty to warn patients 
about risks was based on whether they 
had acted in line with a responsible body 
of medical opinion. If a doctor could 
prove that they had dealt with consent 
in the same way as some other doctors 
usually dealt with it, it would not be 
negligent.

However, in March 2015 the UK Supreme 
Court said that this was no longer the 
correct way to deal with questions of 
consent for medical treatment, and the 
Bolam test was replaced. The case of 
Montgomery v Lanarkshire Health Board 
has resulted in an important development 
in relation to the court’s consideration 
of arguments surrounding consent to 
medical treatment.The Montgomery 
test means doctors have to take much 

greater care when providing you with 
information.

In brief, Nadine Montgomery, a pregnant 
woman with diabetes and of small stature, 
had raised concerns that her baby might 
be too big to be delivered vaginally. She 
had not, though, asked about the ‘exact 
risks’. Expert evidence presented a 9-10% 
risk of shoulder dystocia where a diabetic 
woman gives birth via vaginal delivery, 
but Mrs Montgomery was not warned of 
the risk of shoulder dystocia, or offered a 
caesarean section as an alternative.

Shoulder dystocia happens when the 
baby’s shoulders get stuck during 
delivery and is a rare, but serious 
complication. In the court case, it was 
accepted that shoulder dystocia can 
cause serious complications for mother 
and baby, but also accepted that the risk 
of cerebral palsy was low- at around 
0.1%.The obstetrician looking after Mrs 
Montgomery felt that if she was told of 
the increased risk, she would have opted 
for a caesarean, but he did not believe this 
was in her best interest. He therefore took 
the decision not to disclose the risks of 
shoulder dystocia to Mrs Montgomery. 
Unfortunately, shoulder dystocia did 
happen. Mrs Montgomery’s son was born 
with fetal hypoxic injury, resulting in 
cerebral palsy due to complications after 
his shoulders got stuck during the birth. 
Mrs Montgomery claimed for Medical 
Negligence, arguing she should have been 
told of all the risks. Over £5 million was 

awarded in damages, after an appeal went 
to the Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court said that times had 
changed. Patients should no longer 
be seen as merely people who receive 
treatment. They ruled that people have 
the right to appropriate information 
and choices in order to then make an 
informed decision about their treatment.

Doctors must now ask themselves three 
questions:
n  Does the patient know about the material 

risks of the treatment proposed?
n  Does the patient know about reasonable 

alternatives to this treatment?
n  Has reasonable care been taken to ensure 

the patient understands this?

Failure to adequately make you aware 
of the material risks involved in a 
suggested treatment, or of any reasonable 
alternatives (including the option of 
doing nothing), means you are not giving 
informed consent to the procedure or 
treatment. If you would have made a 
different decision, and you subsequently 
suffer harm as a result of those risks, there 
is a strong case for Clinical Negligence 
against the surgeon and/or hospital NHS 
Trust responsible.

The Montgomery judgement details what 
a patient would consider to be material 
risk:

‘The doctor is therefore under a duty to 
take reasonable care to ensure that the 
patient is aware of any material risks 
involved in any recommended treatment, 
and of any reasonable alternative or 
variant treatments.

‘The test of materiality is whether, in the 
circumstances of the particular case, a 
reasonable person in the patient’s position 
would be likely to attach significance to the 
risk, or the doctor is or should reasonably 
be aware that the particular patient would 
be likely to attach significance to it.’

If you did not give informed consent or have 
suffered as a result of Medical Negligence which 
has resulted in an injury, contact Osborne Morris & 
Morgan’s specialist Medical Negligence team today 
on 01525 378177 or online.

INFORMED CONSENT - WERE YOU INFORMED?

Prior to undergoing any treatment, as a patient, you must agree to what is 
proposed based on a full understanding of what is to happen. This is known as 
giving consent and it is needed regardless of the procedure. 


