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What is the  
Court of Protection? 
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Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire LU7 1EP Our solicitors can make a difference

Someone may have lost their mental 
capacity because they have suffered a 
serious brain injury or illness, they may 
have severe learning disabilities or for 
example they could have dementia.  For 
those who have not previously drawn up a 
Lasting Power of Attorney (in other words 
have not appointed someone to look after 
their affairs should they lose capacity), the 
only way that person can pay their bills 
or make purchases for themselves is for 
someone to apply to become their Deputy. 
A Deputy is a person who is appointed by 
the Court of Protection by way of a Court 
Order and this Order gives the Deputy the 
authority to administer the financial (or 
personal welfare) issues of the Protected 
Party.  

Quite often a family member such as a 
parent or sibling, will apply to the Court 
to become a Deputy and they will have to 
sign a Declaration that they will always act 
in the best interests of the Protected Party.   

A Deputy who is appointed to look after 
the financial affairs of someone will have 
a general authority to, for example, invest 
monies in that person’s best interest, but 
will sometimes need to request specific 
permission from the Court, for example, 
to purchase a property or to make a Will 
on behalf of that person.  This is because 
the risk is quite high of that person being 
financially abused where they do not have 
a say in their own affairs.

The Deputy will be expected to report 
to the Court on an annual basis as to the 
expenditure incurred and will have to 
adhere to certain rules, for example, gifts 
can only be made on behalf of the 
Protected Party up to a certain 
limit.

There are also many Lay 
Deputies in existence 
and the Court system 
can be a difficult one to 
navigate, when you are 

not aware of the legal requirements.  Many 
people choose to opt for a professional 
Deputy, to act on their behalf, who is 
often a solicitor or an accountant, but this 
is more usual for a Financial Deputyship 
as opposed to a Personal Welfare Deputy, 
who for example can have a say in what 
the Protected Party eats or how their 
personal care is managed.  A Deputyship 
can be costly and complicated particularly 
for a Lay Deputy and for those reasons 
we would always encourage everyone 
to consider making a Lasting Power of 
Attorney, if they can so that an application 
for a Deputyship by a loved one can be 
avoided in later years if possible. 

Often portrayed in the media as the “secret court”, the Court of Protection is in fact a 
section of the Court which looks after those who have lost their mental capacity, in 
other words for those who cannot make decisions for themselves, in respect of either 
their property and finances or their personal welfare. These people are known by the 
Court as the Protected Party. 
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christmas 
opening  
Hours
It will be business as usual at OMM 
up until the end of the day on 
Tuesday 22nd December. 

We then work a short day on the 23rd 
December, closing at midday. We will 
be closed for the festive period and 
will re-open at 9.00am on Monday 4th 
January 2016. 

MoNday 21sT dEcEMbER and  
TuEsday 22Nd dEcEMbER  
Open as usual 9.00am – 5.30pm

wEdNEsday 23Rd dEcEMbER
Open 9.00am – 12 noon only

THuRsday 24TH dEcEMbER To  
FRIday 1sT JaNuaRy 
Closed

MoNday 4TH JaNuaRy  
and onwards...  
Open as usual 9.00am – 5.30pm

The family team at OMM are running free walk in Legal advice clinics on the last 
Thursday of every month at our offices in West Street, Leighton Buzzard.

HEadway - Head Injury solicitors 
directory 2016
OMM are pleased to announce that we have been included 
in the Headway Solicitors Directory List for 2016.

Headway is a UK-wide charity that works to improve life 
after brain injury, helping brain injury survivors to come to 
terms with their new circumstances as well as providing both 
practical and emotional support for families and carers.

£35 million owed in child support  
by non-paying parents
People in Bedfordshire may know that many parents either fail to pay their child 
support or fall behind. A new report shows that UK parents owe £35 million in 
support to children, a figure that is alarming. 

According to the Child Maintenance Service, almost half of parents who are ordered to 
pay are late at least once. Gingerbread, a charity for single parents, points out that when 
child support doesn’t arrive, children suffer because they have to forgo things and bills 
go unpaid. Fortunately, seven out of eight parents ordered to pay child support fulfill 
their obligations, but the burgeoning amount that is owed must still be addressed.

When parents do not receive child support that they should, they can choose to file a 
court action. They may also go through the Child Maintenance Service. The agency 
can seize the non-paying parent’s wages, bank account balances and benefits to apply 
towards the back amount owed. The service can also help to locate non-paying parents 
when the recipient parent does not know where they are. It can also determine the 
amount of child maintenance that should be paid, receive the payments and send them 
on to the recipient. It will review child maintenance payments annually and can take 
action if the paying parent fails to pay.

Child support is ordered because both parents should contribute to the cost of raising 
their child. If paying parents have trouble making their payments because their financial 
circumstances have changed, they need to continue paying the ordered amount. They 
can seek help from a solicitor to try to get an order modification of the amount. Changes 
in ordered amounts are not retroactive, however. Any overdue amounts will continue to 
accrue and must be paid. 

We wish al l of our clients and 
contacts a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!! 

famiLy Law

CLiniC
To find out more, contact a member  
of the team on:

01525 378177
or send your enquiry via email: 

info@ommlaw.co.uk

Our solicitors can advise on all aspects  
of family law, including: 
• divorCe • separaTion  
• finanCiaL seTTLemenTs  
• ConTaCT issues ConCerning ChiLdren 
and much more...

No need to book an appointment but slots are al located on a f irst-come, f irst-served basis. 

10.00aM uNTIl 12.00 NooN 
wiTh eaCh session LasTing  

for 15 minuTes
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Our solicitors can make a difference

youR dIGITal lEGacy
Do you have any social media accounts, email accounts, online shopping accounts or 
other online accessible assets? What happens to these accounts when you pass away? 

lEIGHToN buzzaRd busINEss 
bRIEFING & NETwoRkING

bIG QuIz oF 
THE yEaR
WeDneSDAy 2nD DeCeMBer 2015
10:00am - 12:00 noon

To celebrate the coming holiday 
season, the December LBBBn will play 
host to the ‘Big Quiz of the year.’ 

With a few prizes up for grabs, and a 
prize draw to win a Christmas hamper, 
this special Christmas event is one not 
to be missed. There will also be a prize 
for the best Christmas jumper so dig 
out your best, most festive knitwear! 

You don’t have to worry about quiz 
teams as we’ll assign these before-
hand, just come along and enjoy a bit 
of festive fun. Spaces are limited, so you 
must sign up in advance for this event 
by emailing events@lbbbn.com.

LOCATIOn
Leighton Buzzard Golf Club 
Plantation Road 
Leighton Buzzard 
Bedfordshire 
LU7 3JF

BOOKIng Fee 
£5 - Payable on the door, tea, coffee & 
biscuits are provided.

evenT FOrMAT
10:00 - 10.30: Arrival and networking

10.30 - 11.15:  Big Quiz of the Year

11.15 - 12.00:  Networking

wElcoME FaRRIaH!
On 13th november we welcomed 
Farriah Shams to the firm, to join our 
expanding Private Client team. 

Farriah is a Law graduate 
who has also sat 

the Legal Practice 
Course exams.

Farriah has been 
working at Premier 

Property Lawyers 
for almost two years 

and has gained a wealth 
of experience in residential 

conveyancing. Farriah will assist Sarah 
Crook with all property related matters 
for our Trust, Court of Protection and 
Family law clients. She will also support 
the firm with other tasks and will be a 
great support to the busy team. 

We are sure you will all enjoy working 
with Farriah in the years to come! 

Rays 70th celebrations!

The OMM board room was very busy 
on Friday 13th november when we all 
gathered to celebrate our Handyman 
ray turning 70! 
The event was kept as a surprise from 
Ray and together with the buffet 
food, cake and wines, we even 
managed to secretly smuggle in 
Ray’s wife Anne! 

Ray is a valued member of the 
OMM team.  A man of many trades, 
he is on-hand to fix anything that 
needs repairing both in and around the 
office, from light bulbs to plastering walls, 
you name it and Ray will fix it!   

Managing Partner Tim Woolford said 
a few words and thanked Ray for his 
dedication and hard work over the years. 

The celebration was a chance for all of the 
staff to get together and enjoy some food 
and cake. We also took our first OMM 
selfie! 

To find out more, contact a member  
of the team on:

or send your enquiry via email: 

info@ommlaw.co.uk

Facebook for example, currently has 
in excess of 1 billion users and it will 
automatically generate reminders on 
your “Friends” timelines, to remind them 
that this is your birthday, anniversary 
etc.  This can be extremely stressful for 
your loved ones to have to confront after 
your death. In addition, nowadays a lot 
of people store their photos in the Cloud 
or on another online facility.  If these 
souvenirs are intended to be passed on 
down through generations, or you don’t 
want your social media account to remain 
active after your death, passwords have to 
be shared to ensure that your wishes with 
respect to your online assets can also be 
followed. 

In preparing your digital legacy, you 
should ideally think about storing these 
passwords alongside your Will, which 
will usually be securely stored and not 
open to abuse. This ensures that your 
family or executors will be able to find 
them easily and wrap up all loose ends 
on your death, minimising any further 
distress to your loved ones.  This does not 
need to be placed in any formal fashion, 
and can just be written on plain paper, 
but here at Osborne Morris & Morgan we 
do have on offer a free Life Management 
Pack which can be used for this purpose. 
Please email info@ommlaw.co.uk for 
your free copy or download a copy from 
our website today. 

In collaboration with  
Clark Howes Accountants
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OFFICe HOUrS
Monday - Friday  
9.00am - 5.30pm
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HIddEN PossEssIoNs
A recent study has revealed that almost half of all divorcing couples hide assets from each other during the separation, and 
many throw away items that can have sentimental value for themselves or their families. 
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A therapist in couples counselling observed that even mundane 
household possessions could take on an emotional significance 
and highlighted the importance of maintaining a sense of 
proportion.

The survey showed that, after money, some of the most common 
items that couples argued over included the car, the TV and 
even the bed. Ten per cent of couples quarreled over who 
would get the white goods and 16 per cent over records or CDs. 
Disagreements over possessions like these affected 75 per cent of 
divorcing couples, lengthening the proceedings by an average of 
six months and, for some, raising the cost of the divorce by more 
than the replacement item would have cost.

The most common type of objects that people hid from their 
spouse tended to be of a personal nature. Mementos and family 

heirlooms featured strongly and some 34 per cent secreted away 
photos in order to ensure they would keep possession of them. 
Of the people who were scrupulously honest when they had 
listed their assets, 11 per cent admitted that they subsequently 
regretted not hiding at least one article. With such significant 
levels of nondisclosure, individuals going through a divorce 
might be advised to be cautious about accepting their spouse’s 
asset declaration at face value.

When dividing the marital possessions during a divorce, each 
partner is obliged to make a full disclosure of all assets that 
they own. A solicitor experienced in divorce disputes may assist 
a client to ensure that financially significant items such as the 
partner’s pension or valuable inheritance should also be included 
in the financial declaration. 

Wishing al l our clients  
peace of mind  
this Christmas

01525 378177

NEw  
ExTENdEd HouRs 

aPPoINTMENTs
we are pleased to announce that we are now able 
to offer pre-arranged out of hours appointments 
for clients who may find it difficult to attend during 
normal working hours. 

To learn more about this service or to book an 
appointment please call us on: 


